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ing, and throbbing. Usually within a few hours nausea, if present, sub¬ 
sides) and within twenty-four hours the temperature sinks to normal. 
The pulse falls very rapidly from 120 or more to nearly normal, the 
appetite returns, and, except for the swelling, which remains for one or 
two days longer, the patient is relieved from his* distressing symptoms. 
Judd says that the most of his failures were in young children, ana these 
cases also showed the greatest number of symptoms of absorption of 
carbolic acid. He says, furthermore, that this treatment has no per¬ 
manent injurious action upon delicate skins. 

The Action of Potassium Bitartrate.— Burwinkel (Med. Klin., 1909, 
xvii, 627) confirms the statement of Eichhorst regarding the diuretic 
action of potassium bitartrate. He advises it especially in cases of 
ascites as a result of cirrhosis of the liver. He gives 4 to 5 grams three 
times a day. In anasarca from failure of compensation in valvular 
disease, he advises a combination of powdered digitalis and potassium 
bitartrate. 


Chloroform—The Ideal Hemostatic in Pulmonary Hemorrhage.— Fish 
(Jour. Amer. Med. Assoc., 1909, lii, 1918) reports excellent results from 
the use of chloroform in 19 cases of pulmonary hemorrhage. Fish 
states that the routine treatment of hemoptysis has always been un¬ 
certain and empirical because of the inaccessibility of the bleeding 
point. He explains the action of chloroform by a lessening of the 
heart action, a reduction of the blood pressure, and a diminution of 
the respiratory movement Since chloroform produces coagulation of 
the blood in vitro, he says that it is possible that its hemostatic action 
may be aided by direct contact of the vapor with the bleeding point. 
He gives from 2 to 4 c.c. of chloroform by inhalation. Results 
should occur within five or ten minutes. Subsequently the inhalation 
of 15 to 20 drops eveiy hour is continued for a few days. At the same 
time ammonium chloride and small doses of codeine are given. Fish 
also advises the administration of a teaspoonful of magnesium sulphate 
three times daily to remove excrementitious matter which, if retained 
in the blood, would stimulate the vasomotor centre and raise the blood 
pressure. 


The Vaccine Therapy of Enteric Fever.— Semple (Lancet, 1909, ii, 
1668) concludes from his results with the use of bacterial vaccines in 
enteric fever that the administration of such vaccine is a practical 
method of increasing the bacteriotrophic substances in the blood, as 
evidenced by an increase in the opsonic index of those treated by this 
method. When appropriate doses are given the method is devoid 
of all risk, is easily carried out, produces no apparent disturbance 
in the patient's condition, and does not interfere with any other treat¬ 
ment the physician may deem necessary. It would not be possible 
to generalize from the few cases which he cites as to whether vaccine 
treatment has a marked effect in cutting short the fever period. In 
6 of the 9 cases treated, well-marked improvement set in after the 
vaccinations. This improvement was especially marked when auto¬ 
genous vaccines were administered. In the remaining 3 cases there 
wa3 an amelioration of the clinical symptoms. 



THERAPEUTICS 


dii 


The Favorable Effect of Extract of Cannabis Indica Butyricus in Exoph¬ 
thalmic Goitre.— Cramer ( Klin.-iher. Woch., 1909, xxiv, 590) calls atten¬ 
tion to the recommendation of S6eforthe use of the fatty extracts of canna¬ 
bis indica in the treatment of functional disturbances of the digestive 
tract and heart. S6e considers that this drug is a very valuable sedative 
for the ^astro-intestinal tract, with the advantage over morphine of 
not causing nausea or vomiting. S6e also found, that it was useful 
in palpitation of the heart and other heart symptoms due to digestive 
disturbances. Acting upon S6e’s suggestion, Cramer has tried this 
remedy in a number of patients having gastric symptoms. He found 
that the best effects were obtained in functional disorders. The symp¬ 
tom of pain was especially benefited. With these results in mind, 
Cramer was led to try its effects in the treatment of exophthalmic 
goitre. He relates the histories of several cases so treated, and advocates 
its use in this condition. Palpitation and tachycardia were improved, 
the patients began to eat, ana they increased in weight and strength. 
The thyroid diminished in size, together with a dimin ution of the 
exophthalmos. Cramer believes that the operative treatment of exoph¬ 
thalmic goitre should only be advocated when all of the various medical 
procedures fail. 


Vasodilators in High Blood Pressure.— Matthew (Quart. Jour. Med., 
1909, ii, 261) states that it has to be recognized that high blood pressure 
is not necessarily harmful to the individual. In some cases it is to be 
considered as purely compensatory; therefore, not every case of high 
blood pressure should be treated with vasodilators. Undoubtedly 
there is a tendency for the blood pressure to increase progressively, 
and our aim should be to prevent this increase from being too sudden 
and exaggerated. Matthew has studied the action of the vasodilators 
in patients with hypertension by means of the sphygmomanometer. 
Nitroglycerin, potassium and sodium nitrites, erythrol tetranitrate, 
and mannitol hexanitrate all showed a powerful vasodilator action, 
while cobalto-nitrate of potassium proved inert in this regard. Not all 
cases of hypertension however, responded with a fall in blood pressure. 
The nitrites produced little or no vasodilator action in certain cases. 
Moreover, a rise in blood pressure occurred in some cases of advanced 
Bright's disease. In heart and kidney disease when there is marked 
oedema nitrites do not act well. After the oedema has disappeared 
the usual vasodilator action may reappear. He made observations 
in many cases of hypertension when symptoms had developed, such 
as pain, headache, giddiness, epistaxis, etc. He invariably found 
that such symptoms were alleviated or disappeared entirely with a 
reduction of pressure amounting to about 30 mm. Hg. Furthermore, 
he observed that, if this fall could be maintained the symptoms did 
not reappear, and the patient’s general condition improved. Matthew 
then determined the dose of various vasodilators that would produce 
and maintain such a reduction. Liquor trinitrine (nitroglycerin), 
in the dose of 2 minims, lowered the blood pressure 20 to 30 mm. 
Hg. very temporarily. Following this transient lowering there was an 
almost immediate gradual rise of the pressure, and in all cases the 
effect of the drug passed off in thirty minutes. Sodium or potassium 




